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Belmonte, Juan

From: cjdibalm@aol.com
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 1:47 PM
To: comments, EMP; GOV Constituent Relations; Cohen, Jane; Frangione, Kathleen
Cc: cjdibalm@aol.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NESE  comments due November 15, 2019

 
Sent: Fri, Nov 15, 2019 1:14 pm 
Subject: NESE November 15, 2019 public comment  

emp.comments@bpu.nj.gov,  

constituent.relations@nj.gov; jane.cohen@nj.gov; kathleen.frangione@nj.gov  

 

SUBJECT: IEP Feedback  

NOVEMBER 15, 2019

Attention: Jurisdictional Authorities 

 

I maintain that the NJ property owners and taxpayers are the true stakeholders in the the 
decision making process for the NESE applications for NJ permits before NJ State Agencies. 
As such the true stakeholders must be afforded fair and equitable due process by way of 
locally held multiple public hearings for each and every NESE application pending before NJ 
State Agencies. 

 

The NESE, Williams Transco and associated energy interests have not unequivocally 
established the PUBLIC need for their projects to go forward.  

Claims of shortages in delivery and supply issues have been misleading at best and not 
independently established as benefiting the PUBLIC good. It has been well established the 
NESE applications for permitting construction of the infrastructure requested certainly do 
benefit the corporate private for profit gains of the energy companies. As well, it has been well 
established that NESE's claims for  
supply and delivery shortages are fabrications at best as selective issues as well exemplified 
in the article cited and referred to  below... 
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“...However, though National Grid is now reconnecting its former customers, the company 
said that because of the “underlying supply issue,” service connection restrictions currently 
in place “must remain in effect for all other customers” who’ve requested new or expanded 
service...” 
 
https://libn.com/2019/11/14/national-grid-to-turn-on-new-port-washington-restaurants-
gas/?utm_term=National%20Grid%20to%20turn%20on%20new%20Port%20Washington%20restaurant%5Cu2019s
%20gas&utm_campaign=afternoon&utm_content=email&utm_source=ealert&utm_medium=email&= 

 

 

Please include my comments and the following in the assigned comment period for all NESE 
pending applications : 

 

“Efforts to ensure healthy air and water that are at risk from the proposed NESE Project must 
continue “ 
By FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP TASK FORCE ON COMPRESSOR STATION 206 & NESE 

November 4, 2019 at 8:18 PM 

 

In October, Councils of both Princeton and Franklin Township passed resolutions urging the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) to deny the permit applications 
for the Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE) Project. 

Four days before the seventh anniversary of Superstorm Sandy, it was anticipated that the NJDEP 
would issue their decisions about the permit applications for the NESE Project.  That did not 
happen.  Rather, Williams/Transco withdrew three permit applications for NESE and asked for a 30-
day extension for another permit decision on October 25, 2019.  

Three days later, on October 28, 2019, Williams/Transco submitted new applications for a Waterfront 
Development Individual Permit with a Section 401 Water Quality Certification – one for in-water and 
one for upland activity, and a Coastal Zone Consistency Determination.  

 

For the Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit application, NJDEP’s acceptance of the 30-day 
extension request means that NJDEP needs to issue their decision on this application by November 
28, 2019.  

According to state laws, there is no 90-day timeline requirement for a decision on the Freshwater 
Wetlands Individual Permit application that was submitted on June 12, 2019.  
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However, a decision on the Section 401 Water Quality Certification application needs to be 
made within one year of when the NJDEP received it according to the Federal Clean Water 
Act.  Thus, a decision on the Section 401 Water Quality Certification would likely be due no 
later than June 11, 2020. 

Applications to the New York Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) were last 
submitted on May 17, 2019.  Here, too, the one-year timeline applies, so a decision is expected by 
May 16, 2020 for their part of the NESE Project. 

As we wait for the review of the fourth set of applications to NJDEP as well as actions expected in 
late November, we cannot become weary since the reasons to oppose this Project (that have been 
noted for over three years) are still relevant.  

 

It can become overwhelming to continue voicing concerns about NESE when there is 
propaganda from National Grid (the planned recipient of the additional gas from NESE) and 
their moratorium on gas service in 2019 unless NESE got approval from New York’s DEC 
(even though, at the earliest, the NESE gas wouldn’t be available until the winter of 2020-2021), 
Federal efforts to curtail states’ rights to protect their waters and air through the permitting 
process, and the political and financial influences on decisions as well as the understanding 
of issues by people.  

 

However, we know that NESE poses risks to our health, safety and environment, and we will continue 
to express those issues to the decision-makers in Trenton. 

 

In an ideal world, there would be true and transparent dialogue among stakeholders on common 
goals to protect our health, safety and the environment now and for future generations. 

 

It’s hard to find common ground about processing, transmission and use of fossil fuel energy sources 
when decades of climate change scientific research has been buried by corporations and government 
agencies to preserve and protect the profits of those in the fossil fuel industry. 

 

It’s hard to reach consensus when there is a political and financial grip on our system that stymies 
responsible and honest actions.  Policies and procedures by people in government who are decision-
makers involved with energy sourcing, processing, infrastructure, pricing and use, along with those in 
the fossil fuel industry who propose projects, do not consider the health, safety and economy of New 
Jerseyans when addressing water permits. 

 

What we do know is that we’ve experienced increased frequency and intensity of weather events in 
recent years, increased health problems in areas with poor air quality linked to fracking wells along 
with fossil fuel-powered compressor stations and power stations.  
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What we do know is that there are unexplained and unanticipated rises in cancers and other illnesses 
in areas around fossil fuel extraction, processing, compression and transmission/use. 

 

We can’t ethically run studies on humans to prove causal links between natural gas extraction, 
processing, compression and transmission to show that those activities cause health issues, but the 
correlation studies overwhelmingly reveal a relationship. 

 

Regulations and standards for toxins in the air and water are not sufficient to truly protect our health 
and the environment.  Studies have found significantly high levels of health issues in areas where 
monitoring shows that levels of air toxins measured under National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAQS) are actually lower than what is considered to be safe for humans by the NAAQS. 

 

Requirements for permit application reviews for natural gas infrastructure do not require modeling or 
studies of cumulative, synergistic and/or long-term impacts from year-after-year of methane leaks 
from pipelines, compressor stations or power plants or the toxins released into the air from 
compressor stations and power plants.  There are no requirements to consider combinations of 
released toxins in the permitting process. 

 

Given that decision-makers are only obliged to adhere to current regulations, and given that the fossil 
fuel industry uses monetary grants and gifts along with influences through their lobbyists and 
misinformation, it is up to the people who understand the risks of NESE to continue letting the 
decision-makers in Trenton know that the NJDEP is expected to reject the permit applications that, at 
this time, do not meet the standards in state laws and regulations.   

 

It is up to the people who understand the risks of NESE and other fossil fuel projects to dialogue 
about the big and long-term implications of continuing to build natural gas infrastructure when clean, 
renewable sources of energy are actually available and are cheaper.  

 

It is up to the people who understand the risks of NESE to vote in local, state and federal elections 
with an understanding of the environmental stances and actual actions of those running for office.   

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/franklin-township/articles/efforts-to-ensure-healthy-air-and-
water-that-are-at-risk-from-the-proposed-nese-project-must-continue 
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“...National Grid to turn on new Port Washington restaurant’s gas” 

By: Adina Genn November 14, 2019 

 

“...However, though National Grid is now reconnecting its former customers, the company 
said that because of the “underlying supply issue,” service connection restrictions currently 
in place “must remain in effect for all other customers” who’ve requested new or expanded 
service. 

As many as 3,700 customers on Long Island and in Brooklyn and Queens have been denied natural 
gas, according to published reports...” 

https://libn.com/2019/11/14/national-grid-to-turn-on-new-port-washington-restaurants-
gas/?utm_term=National%20Grid%20to%20turn%20on%20new%20Port%20Washington%20re
staurant%5Cu2019s%20gas&utm_campaign=afternoon&utm_content=email&utm_source=eale
rt&utm_medium=email&= 

 

 

Please include in the comment periods for all NESE and Williams Transcoapplication for 
permits the above for your due consideration submitted for the fair and equitable treatment of 
the property owners and taxpayers in the PUBLIC's best interest above that of the PRIVATE 
vested interests and corporate profit margins. 

 

Respectfully submitted to be included in all NESE comment periods ending November 15, 
2019, 

 

 

Carole Balmer 

cjdibalm@aol.com 

5 Douglas Drive 

Holmdel, NJ 07733 

732-241-8096 


